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Evil is present in us, even when we are redeemed. Sin’s desire is to hold us captive and obedient 
to it, acting through the sin nature within us. 

 Paul values and agrees with the law and wants to do good because of his new spirit (v. 6) and 
yet he knows that evil is present in [him]. However, the sin nature that Paul has (which, Paul 
tells us, all humans have) wants to disobey the law. Paul points out that while he wants to follow 
the law of God and joyfully concurs with the law of God in the inner man, he sees a different law 
in the members of [his] body, waging war against the law of [his] mind and making [him] a 
prisoner of the law of sin which is in [his] members. The flesh holds Paul as a prisoner to its 
personal law and rules, the law of sin. 

In verse 12 of chapter 6, Paul tells us that sin can take the control (reign) in our mortal bodies, 
but that believers should not let this happen because we are under grace and not the law. In verse 
25, Paul tells us that it is through faith in Jesus that we can battle with sin, and that sin does not 
have to be our ruler. 

Biblical Text 

21 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 22 For I 
joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23 but I see a different law in the 
members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner 
of the law of sin which is in my members. 

 


