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Jesus came to earth to fulfill God’s will, which was to make a once-and-for-all
sacrifice for sin. It was necessary that He come into the world because the
Levitical sacrifices were insufficient.

Paul quotes Psalm 40:6-8, framing it in a such a way to make Jesus the
speaker of the psalm. In the psalm, Jesus is talking to God, saying that God
does not truly care about animal sacrifices, that He takes no pleasure in them,
emphasizing once again that these sacrifices were just symbols of what was
to come. Jesus, instead, has a human body prepared for Him by God and has
come to the earth (as prophesied) to do God’s will. It's true that God required
animal sacrifices from the Israelites. The requirement wasn’t for His delight or
appeasement, it served a different purpose, to remind the Israelites of their sin
and God’s holiness.

It is fascinating to reflect upon the words Jesus spoke as He entered the
world. At Christmas, when we celebrate the Nativity, we tend to focus on what
was said in the world around Jesus. But these are the words and thoughts of
Jesus Himself as He stepped forward in time to take on the form of a human
and be born as a babe in a manger.

Biblical Text:

* Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says,

“Sacrifice and offering You have not desired,

But a body You have prepared for Me;

®In whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have taken no
pleasure.

"“Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come

(In the scroll of the book it is written of Me)

To do Your will, O God.’””
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