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God begins a covenant with Abram. 

 Having answered Abram’s question about descendants, the dialogue now 
turns to the promise of the land. I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of 
the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it. God declares His authority 
and confirms the call of Abram with the subsequent redemption of Israel to be 
possessed by Abraham’s descendants. Neither the departure of Terah’s 
household from Ur nor the migration of Abrams household to Canaan was 
accidental. Both were the result of God’s intervention and guidance (Acts 7:2-
4). God had brought Abram out of Ur to give the land of Canaan to his 
descendants in the first place. God was reminding Abram that He was the one 
in charge and responsible for the promises and covenant. Just as God had 
faithfully brought Abram to Canaan, He will also satisfy the promise of 
offspring. 

Abram believed God’s promise of a son, but he desired a confirmation of the 
promise of the land; he asked how may I know that I will possess it?  The New 
Testament tells us that if we want something to ask for it. James 
1:5 encourages us to ask for wisdom, and James 4:2 says we don’t have 
because we don’t ask. That was not a problem for Abram. Abram believed, 
but when the opportunity came, he asked. In answer to Abram’s question, 
God by grace made a binding covenant with Abram that guaranteed the 
fulfillment of God’s promises to him. 

Animals were a very important part of the covenant ceremony. God instructed 
Abram to bring a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a 
three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 

Biblical Text: 

7 And He said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.” 8 He said, “O Lord God, 
how may I know that I will possess it?” 9 So He said to him, “Bring Me a 
three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year 
old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 
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