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The LORD describes what to do with the rest of the second ram sacrifice. The 
flesh of the ram (minus the breast and thigh) were to be boiled and eaten by 

Aaron and his sons (the priests) and no one else. Any flesh leftover was to be 
burned because it was considered holy and was not to be used for everyday 

purposes. 

The LORD provides the instructions for the meal that was to be eaten at the 
ordination of Aaron and his sons. They were to take the ram of ordination and 
boil its flesh in a holy place. This was the second ram used in the ceremony. 
The holy place was the doorway of the tent of meeting. Here, Aaron and his 
sons were told to eat the flesh of the ram and the bread that is in the basket, 
at the doorway of the tent of meeting. Only Aaron and his sons were to eat 
those things by which atonement was made at their ordination and 
consecration. The word translated ordination is literally “fill the hands,” 
referring to the tasks that were to fill their hands when serving in the 
tabernacle before the LORD. The word consecration (Heb. “qadesh”) means 
“to dedicate wholly to the service of God” or “to declare holy.” It is often 
translated “sanctify.” Aaron and his sons were set apart to serve the LORD 
and Him only. 

This was to be an ordination meal eaten only by the priests—a layman shall 
not eat them, because they are holy, or set apart only for the priests. The 
word translated layman (Heb. “zar”) is usually translated “stranger.” Here, it 
refers to those Israelites who were outsiders to the priesthood, meaning that 
they were not priests. 

There were to be no “leftovers.” God commanded that if any of the flesh of 
ordination or any of the bread remains until morning, then you shall burn the 
remainder with fire; it shall not be eaten, because it is holy. None of the meal 
was to be given to others or saved for later. Any that was left uneaten was to 
be totally burned up, just like the flesh that was not saved for the sustenance 
and consecration of the priests. 

The LORD then told Moses that he must do to Aaron and to his sons, 
according to all that I have commanded you. All of the commands in the 
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preceding verses were to be strictly obeyed. The LORD wanted His people to 
worship Him in a certain way, and this way must be followed in all the details. 

The section ends with the LORD restating that Moses was to ordain them 
through seven days. 

Biblical Text: 

31 “You shall take the ram of ordination and boil its flesh in a holy 
place. 32 Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram and the bread 
that is in the basket, at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 33 Thus they 
shall eat those things by which atonement was made at their ordination 
and consecration; but a layman shall not eat them, because they are 
holy. 34 If any of the flesh of ordination or any of the bread remains until 
morning, then you shall burn the remainder with fire; it shall not be 
eaten, because it is holy. 35 “Thus you shall do to Aaron and to his sons, 
according to all that I have commanded you; you shall ordain them 
through seven days. 

 


